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MURICIDAE

MUREX SHELLS
rock shells, oyster drills, mussel drills, drupes

1600+ extant species
11 recognised subfamilies
All oceans
(including remarkable radiations in 
cold-temperate areas)
0-3000+ m depth range

MURICIDAE Rafinesque, 1815 
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Carnivores (mostly predators)
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497 species (31% of global diversity)

44 papers (14 international journals; 
15 authors)

168 new species (34%)
RAPANINAE: 2
ERGALATAXINAE: 9 
CORALLIOPHILINAE:  22
MURICINAE: 45
MURICOPSINAE: 21
TROPHONINAE: 46
PAGODULINAE(*): 3
TYPHINAE: 17
TRIPTEROTYPHINAE: 3

>100 m deep: 133 n. spp. (79%)
<100 m deep: 35 n. spp.  (21%)

1 new subfamily (*)
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non-planktotrophic
larval development

30%    (150)
82%    (137)
0%      (0)
33%    (3)
19%    (4)
90%    (40)
100%  (21)
100%  (46)
100%  (3)
100%  (17)
100%  (3)

497 species (31% of global diversity)
168 new species (34%)

RAPANINAE: 2
ERGALATAXINAE: 9 
CORALLIOPHILINAE:  22
MURICINAE: 45
MURICOPSINAE: 21
TROPHONINAE: 46
PAGODULINAE(*): 3
TYPHINAE: 17
TRIPTEROTYPHINAE: 3

planktotrophic
larval development

63%    (313)
18%    (31)
100%  (0)
66%    (6)
81%    (18)
10%    (5)
0%      (0)
0%      (0)
0%      (0)
0%      (0)
0%      (0)
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Bathymetric distribution of coralliophiline diversity in the South West Pacific 
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